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ship of the state Legislative Council, but was successful only
in his second attempt, when he was 27 years of age. Then
he moved to Springfield, the capital of the state, and took up

law as his profession. He work-
ed hard, and ten years later he
was elected to represent his state
in Congress (the 'House of Com-
mons' of the U.S.A.). He be-
came famous for his strong sup-
port of the agitation against sla-
very. Then in 1860 he was
nominated as the Republican
party's candidate for the presi-
dency of the U.S.A. Four days
after his election the first shot
of the American Civil War was
fired. The southerners were in
revolt against the Union.

For the sake of compelling the
southerners to abolish slavery,
Lincoln would not have agreed
to plunge the United States into
a terrible and destructive war in
which brothers fought against
brothers, and fathers against
sons. Rather than that, he de-
clared that he would let slavery
go on in those states which de-
sired it. But there was a greater
cause at stake, for which he was
prepared to fight to the end.
That was the question whether
or not the United States should
cease to be united. Lincoln be-
lieved that under no circumstances
must the Union be broken by the
setting up of an independent Con-
ABRAHAM LINCOLN           federacy of the southern states.

